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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



March, 18G9. 



some such restriction, what progress could they have made^ 
and what heed could they have wisely given to complaints 
that they had not included in their cause all possible .forms 
and degrees of intemperance? 

The friends of Peace, then, must stand firm on their 
original ground ; and the moment they depart from their 
specific, restricted sphere, they waste their powder to little 
purpose. If they become such Don Quixotes as to go in 
quest of whatever may be called war by some figure of 
speech — such as the practice of duelling, litigation in our 
courts, controversies between religious sects, contests be- 
tween towns or counties, disputes between neighbors, quar- 
rels in families, or reciprocal wrongs between individuals, 
and a thousand like things more or less resembling war, — 
what sort of progress should we be likely ever to make in 
doing away the custom of war, the precise evil we are com- 
bating, the well defined practice of nations settling 
their disputes by the sword? 

Here is the great practical difliculty with self-styled rad- 
ical peacemen. They are all strong against War, stronger 
than any other class, but include in their view of Peace a 
multitude of things that do not properly belong to it They 
commit the same folly that a friend of temperance would by 
including in- that cause entire abstinence from tobacco, and 
opium, and tea, and coffee, and all other narcotics, and alj 
animal food, and whatever is not indispensable in dress 
equipage, or anything- else. What could temperance do 
with such radicals in its ranks ? Just what Peace must do 
with a similar class of its own friends — kindly let them 
have their favorite say as well-meaniug men, and then go 
steadily onward to use the means dictated by good sense, 
and sanctioned by the Word of God, to do away the cus- 
tom of War. 

Within our restricted limits, however,' the most, radieal 
peacemen will find more than enough to do. ' Nearly the 
whole world is to be made over again on this subject. 
There are the traditional errors of opinion and practice that 
have overspread all Christendom for more than fifteen cen- 
turies, and are now incorporated and iron-bound in her 
huge war-system. There is the wrong teaching or the ut- 
ter silence of the pulpit There is the neglect or the per- 
version of the press. There is the influence needed in the 
Sabbath and the common school, in the academy and the 
select school, in colleges and pro'essional schools. There is 
the Legislature as the law-making power, the Judiciary as 
the law-interpreting power, and the Executive as the law- 
enforcing power. Behind and above all these, owning and 
controlling them all, stands an omnipresent Public Opinion, 
the prospective and partially now the ruler of the world ; 
an opinion which it is our aim to make and keep right as 
the great guardian of modern civilized society. Let us do 
all this, and we shall assuredly find enough to do. There 
is not a country, large or small, not a government of any 
kind, not a ruler nor a voter, not a pulpit nor a press, not 
a school from the highest to the lowest, not a neighborhood, 
family nor individual, old or young, that we would not fain 
reach with right and effective influences on this subject. 



How Temperance appeals pob Support. — We remem- 
ber some years ago hearing a Christian minister say, as an 
index to the general opinion, if not the duty of Christian 
churches, that they had never adopted Anti-Slavery, Tem- 
perance or any other social reform. We were somewhat 
startled at the announcement, as we had always supposed it 
incumbent on Christians to make a right, effective applica- 
tion of the gospel to all forms of moral evil prevalent in 
the world ; but reflection soon convinced us that the mass 
of Christians had in fact shrunk from the responsibility of 
thus applying, or even attempting to apply, this divinely 
appointed cure for the moral evils prevalent around them. We 
could no longer deny the lamentable fact ; but it seemed to 
us then, as it has ever since, a burning shame upon the fol- 
lowers of Him who came from heaven as the world's great 
Reformer to cure or mitigate all forms of evil so long prev- 
alent among men. 

We are glad, however, to find in this respect some mark- 
ed improvement among Christians. They are beginning at 
length to understand their mission better, and to recognize 
the claims of some, reforms upon them as their leading, most 
active, and most responsible supporters. To the cause of 
Freedom, until it was on the eve of its sudden and signal 
triumph, they remained for the most part strangely recreant ; 
but the cause of Temperance they are now ready to endorse as 
their own, and unite in planning and laboring for its suc- 
cess, as a cause for which they feel themselves responsible. 

Accordingly we find Temperance organizations calling on 
Christians in resolutions like the following : " That we in- 
voke the aid of the Christian ministry, the press, the medi- 
cal profession, and especially the gentle but patient influ- 
ence of women, in exposing and doing away the enormous 
waste and terrific crimes and woes with which intemperance 
is desolating the land ; and that the Pastors of the State 
be requested to speak from their pulpits on the subject of 
Temperance on the third Sabbath in February." 

Here is the only true stand for the church of Christ ; 
such as she ought to take, and one day will take on every 
great social reform. The gospel, rightly understood and 
applied, is the central main-spring of them all ; and this 
main-spring, held in her hand by the church, must be 
wielded by her ministry and her membership for the sup- 
port and final triumph of every great reform in society. 
Especially is this incumbent on her in the cause of peace, 
a cause peculiarly, pre-eminently her own, a cause dear to 
the God of Peace, and indispensable to the highest welfare 
of our world alike for time and for eternity. It can never 
hope for full success without their hearty endorsement and 
habitual, earnest advocacy. They must, as in the cause of 
Temperance and of Missions, plan for it, labor for it, and 
feel themselves responsible for its success. 



Churcii Edifices. — Of these there are said to be in 
the United States no less than 57,000 ; and we may well 
suppose there are a still larger number of preachers besides 
what are called lay preachers. If so, how vast an amount 
of moral power ought they to have in every nook and cor- 
ner of the land ! What wide and manifold facilities must 
they have for creating or controlling public opinion on every 
great question or issue like that of war ! Yes ; they might, if 
they would, render it morally impossible for another war ever 
to;occur in this country, and might put an end at length to 
the war-system itself. They certainly have the power; 
and will not God hold them responsible for their use br 
neglect of this power ? 



